
Population Health Webinar
July 23, 2019



Farah S. Ahmed, MPH, PhD
Bureau of Epidemiology and Public Health Informatics
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Multistate Salmonella Outbreaks

To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

People infected with the outbreak strains of Salmonella, 

by state of residence, as of July 12, 2019 (n=768) • CDC, the USDA, and states are 
investigating Salmonella infections 
linked to contact with backyard 
poultry.

• 11 different outbreak-related serotypes 
are included.

• A total of 768 people from 48 states are 
associated with the outbreak

• Kansas has 7 cases

More information: 

https://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/backyardpoultry-05-

19/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/backyardpoultry-05-19/index.html
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• CDC, states, and the FDA are 
investigating a multistate outbreak of 
Salmonella serotypes I 4,[5],12:i:-, 
Infantis, Newport, and London infections 
linked to contact with pig ear dog treats

• 93 people infected with the outbreak 
strains of Salmonella have been reported 
from 27 states

• Kansas has 3 cases

• On July 3, 2019, Pet Supplies Plus 
recalled bulk pig ears stocked in open 
bins 

• A common supplier of pig ear dog treats 
has not been identified

People infected with the outbreak strains of Salmonella, 

by state of residence, as of July 17, 2019 (n=93)

Multistate Salmonella Outbreaks

More information: 

https://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/pet-treats-07-

19/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/pet-treats-07-19/index.html
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• Cyclosporiasis is a GI illness caused by a parasite

• Often linked to imported fresh produce 

• Nationally, over 300 domestically-acquired cases 

• Onset dates on or after May 1

• Over 20 clusters have been reported to the CDC

• Multiple suspected (not confirmed) food items:

• Basil, cilantro, iceberg lettuce 

• 12 cases in KS in 2019

• 9 cases were reported in July

• Only 2 did not travel internationally

• Interview cases using the Cyclosporiasis National Hypothesis Generating Questionnaire 
attached to the EpiTrax record

• If the case had international travel, the full questionnaire does not need to be completed 

Increase in cyclosporiasis seen nationally
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VPD Indicators Reported during Quarter 2 (April 1 to 
June 30) in Kansas

Indicators

Haemophilus 

influenzae, 

invasive

Invasive 

Pneumococcal 

Disease

Meningococcal 

disease Mumps Pertussis Varicella

Number of cases 9 49 1 2 20 45

% date of birth 100 100 100 100 100 97

% gender 100 100 100 100 100 100

% race 100 100 100 100 95 100

% ethnicity 100 100 100 100 95 97

% onset date 100 100 100 100 100 100

% hospitalized noted 100 100 100 100 100 100

% died 100 100 100 100 100 100

% vaccination status 100 96 100 100 100 100

% transmission setting N/A N/A N/A 100 100 100

% complete symptom 100 100 N/A 100 95 96

Median days from report to 

acceptance (range)
0 (0-4) 1 (0-34) 0 (0) 0 (0-1) 0 (0-13) 0 (0-5)

Median days from report to 

completion (range)
0 (0-7) 1 (0-46) 12 (12) 0.5 (0-23) 0 (0-27) 1 (0-21)

• Completion target >90% 

• For questions contact 

Allison.Zaldivar@ks.gov

mailto:Allison.Zaldivar@ks.gov
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KDHE HAI/AR Program

Bryna Stacey, MPH, BSN, RN

HAI/AR Program Director

Robert Geist, MPH, CIC, FAPIC

HAI Advanced Epidemiologist

Justin Blanding, MPH

AR Epidemiologist
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Examples

Provide education about CRE and other emerging MDROs.

Connect healthcare facilities and staff with resources such as peers, 

partner organizations, other areas of KDHE, and CDC tools.

Investigate HAI/AR related diseases in KS healthcare facilities.

Conduct contact screenings for single cases of CP-CREs, and as 

needed in other situations.

Respond to outbreaks of HAI/AR diseases, such as C. difficile in KS.

Collaborate with CDC for interventions for national HAI/AR outbreaks 

and issues, such as infections related to medical tourism.

Perform onsite assessments of healthcare facilities to consult on 

infection prevention and control practices and protocols.

Lead antimicrobial stewardship efforts in the state and provide 

expertise for these programs in KS healthcare facilities.
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What does this mean for LHDs?

Awareness!!
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What does this mean for LHDs?

Please refer patients, concerned citizens, healthcare staff, etc. to us regarding investigations we lead!!
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Contact Us

Bryna Stacey, MPH, BSN, RN

HAI/AR Program Director

Phone 785-296-4090 | 

Email Bryna.Stacey@ks.gov

Robert Geist, MPH, CIC, FAPIC

HAI Advanced Epidemiologist

Phone 785-296-4202 | 

Email Robert.Geist@ks.gov

Justin Blanding, MPH

AR Epidemiologist

Phone 785-296-1242 | 

Email Justin.Blanding@ks.gov

24/7 Epidemiology Hotline

Phone 877-427-7317 | Fax 877-427-7318

mailto:Bryna.Stacey@ks.gov
mailto:Robert.Geist@ks.gov
mailto:Justin.Blanding@ks.gov
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New EpiTrax Release Date: July 29, 2019

• The new version of EpiTrax will be 
released on July 29

• The current version will go down at 
5 p.m., July 26

• You will not be able to enter any 
information into EpiTrax until 6:30 
a.m., July 29

• On Monday, July 29, go to the 
same URL and use the same 
password

For any questions contact: Shannon Sandall at Shannon.Sandall@ks.gov

EpiTrax URL: https://ksepitrax.org/kdheprod/login

Username and password help: KDHE.EpiTraxAdmin@ks.gov

mailto:Shannon.Sandall@ks.gov
https://ksepitrax.org/kdheprod/login
mailto:KDHE.EpiTraxAdmin@ks.gov
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Regional Public Health Meetings: July 25-August 28, 2019

Meeting Times for all Regions:

9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

• NE- Topeka: July 25

• SC- Hutchinson: August 7

• SW- Garden City: August 14

• NW- Oakley: August 15

• NC- Beloit: August 28

Please register for the meeting on KS-TRAIN at http://ks.train.org, KS-TRAIN Course #1085576. 

For any questions contact: Cristi Cain, cristi.cain@ks.gov

Speaker: Pratik Pandya 

Advanced Epidemiologist, KDHE

Topic: 2011-2017 Kansas Local Behavioral Risk Factor 

Surveillance System (BRFSS) data for Public Health 

Preparedness Regions and Counties

• Describe a general understanding of BRFSS and how to 

access State and local data for community health 

assessments and improvement plans.

• Interpret State and local data for use in various public 

health practice
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▪ Kansas Health Statistics Report: 
http://www.kdheks.gov/phi/khsnews/khsr80.pdf

• In 2016, 3.3% of Kansas adults had received palliative care 
for chronic illnesses

• Receiving palliative care was higher among Kansas adults 
who were older, lower income, with chronic diseases, and 
those living with disability.

• About 82% of Kansas adults who received palliative care 
were satisfied with emotional support provided by palliative 
care team.

▪ About 72% of Kansas adults who received palliative care 
experienced physical pain, among them, 95% were 
prescribed medication to control pain and 85% were 
satisfied with the information they received to control pain.

▪ About 57% of Kansas adults who received palliative care 
experienced problems with emotion, among them 80% 
were satisfied with the information to manage emotional 
problem.

Palliative Care Infographic and KHSR Report

To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

http://www.kdheks.gov/phi/khsnews/khsr80.pdf
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New Lead Funding Opportunities

• The Green & Healthy Homes Initiative (GHHI) released a Lead Funding Toolkit. It is 

publicly-available and includes a web-based practitioner’s guide to more than 40 

funding sources for residential lead inspection, lead-based paint hazard 

remediation, lead service line replacement and soil remediation. 

• Lead Funding Toolkit https://www.greenandhealthyhomes.org/ghhi-

toolkits/

• For more information https://www.greenandhealthyhomes.org/interactive-

lead-funding-toolkit-released-for-practitioners-by-ghhi-2/

https://www.greenandhealthyhomes.org/ghhi-toolkits/
https://www.greenandhealthyhomes.org/interactive-lead-funding-toolkit-released-for-practitioners-by-ghhi-2/
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Thank you/Questions

Farah Ahmed, MPH, PhD

Environmental Health Officer & State Epidemiologist

Farah.Ahmed@ks.gov

(785) 296–6426

Contact Information

mailto:Farah.Ahmed@ks.gov


Steve Tierce
Preparedness Program
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• July 15 – Financial Status Reports (FSRs) and supporting documentation for 4th quarter 

due in KGMS – email KDHE.Preparedness@ks.gov if you haven’t submitted yours yet.

• July 30 – KDHE Preparedness webinar @ 10 a.m. to discuss PHEP Budget Period 1, 

including work plan and associated requirements and guidance documents.                

KS-Train 1086046 to register.

• August 26 – KALHD Advisory meeting

Upcoming Dates to Remember

Preparedness Program Updates

mailto:KDHE.Preparedness@ks.gov
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• Approved with no restrictions!

• Still budget issues to fix for:

• 1 county

• 1 region

• 1 CRI

PHEP Award Approval

Preparedness Program Updates
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• The Administrative Guidelines will be updated on the website. Preparedness is currently 

getting feedback from some of the local health departments – stay tuned for more 

information.

• Edward Bell, who used to be the Compliance Coordinator, has taken a new position 

within Preparedness as the State HCC Program Manager. Until the compliance position 

is filled, Ed will still fill in on compliance matters.

• Operations Specialist Kaylan (Fowler) Hinkle has a new name and new email address: 

Kaylan.Hinkle@ks.gov. 

Program Housekeeping

Preparedness Program Updates

mailto:Kaylan.Hinkle@ks.gov
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HAZMAT Training

Preparedness Program Updates
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• Fred has recently attended a school resource fair, a 

child care facility, and several camps. He also has the 

Shawnee County fair and the Kansas State Fair coming 

up.

• Since he started working, Fred has traveled nearly 

45,000 miles – that’s approximately 2.5 times around 

the world!

• If you would like to have Fred visit a school, hospital, 

child care facility, or other community event, please 

contact Michael McNulty by calling (785) 291-3065 or 

emailing Mike.McNulty@ks.gov. 

Fred the Preparedness Dog

Preparedness Program Updates

mailto:Mike.McNulty@ks.gov
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• September is National Preparedness month!

• KDHE Preparedness will be providing LHDs with resources 

to conduct a social media campaign to bring awareness to 

preparedness activities to their communities.

• Toolkit will cover a variety of preparedness-related issues, 

including weather, health, home safety, and safety in public.

• More details will be provided in next month’s call.

• Participating is optional, but will fulfill the requirement of 

item 10 on the Local Public Health Work Plan.

• For questions about this campaign & toolkit:

Lacey.Kennett@ks.gov. 

National Preparedness Month

Preparedness Program Updates

Local Health Department Work Plan

Item 10:

“Local health departments will 

work to support community 

involvement with preparedness 

efforts, including building 

partnerships, and assessing risk. 

Training initiatives may include 

disaster epidemiology and 

CASPER methods, among 

others.”

mailto:Lacey.Kennett@ks.gov
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Thank you/Questions

Steve Tierce

Planning & Outreach Specialist

Stephen.Tierce@ks.gov

(785) 291-3713

www.ksprepared.org

KDHE.Preparedness@ks.gov

Contact Information

mailto:Stephen.Tierce@ks.gov


Cristi Cain
Local Public Health Program



To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

• Please attend this round of regional meetings. Topics 

include:

• Meningococcal B

• Child Abuse/Neglect Intake, Investigation and 

Assessment

• 2011-2017 Kansas Local Behavioral Risk Factor 

Surveillance System (BRFSS) data for Public 

Health Preparedness Regions and Counties 

• Where Should We Start? A Conversation About 

Kansas Public Health Statutes

July 2019 Population Health Webinar 

To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans
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Mark Your Calendars

• Governor’s Public Health Conference is March 31-

April 2 in Wichita 

July 2019 Population Health Webinar 

To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans
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• MAPP training coming to Garden City
• The National Association of County and City Health 

Officials (NACCHO), will prepare for and provide 

one, two-day Mobilizing for Action through 

Planning and Partnerships (MAPP) training, which 

is a community-driven strategic planning process 

for improving community health

• Watch for more details coming soon! It will be held 

in September.

July 2019 Population Health Webinar 

To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans



To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

• State Formula progress report is due August 15.

• Information is critical for demonstrating value and 

need for increased funding.

July 2019 Population Health Webinar 

To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans
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Thank you/Questions

Cristi Cain

Director, Local Public Health Program 
and Accreditation Coordinator

Cristi.Cain@ks.gov

(785) 296–6549

Contact Information

mailto:Cristi.Cain@ks.gov


Tyson Rensch, MPH
KansasTrain Updates
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• Now three days, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

• Upcoming sessions:

• Oct 8 – 10 in Junction City (28 seats available)

• Oct 29 – Oct 31 in Hutchinson (32 seats available)

Prerequisites: IS-100, IS-200, IS-700, IS-800

KDEM Trng – G300 Intermediate Incident Command System 

(1086243)

Updates to 2019 G300 Training
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KDHE: Blood Lead Sampling and Submission Process 
(1085448)

• Topic: Blood lead testing from collection to results.

New Course
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Thank you/Questions

Tyson Rensch, MPH

Kansas Train Administrator

Tyson.Rensch@ks.gov or Kdhe.kstrain@ks.gov
(785) 296–1190

Contact Information

mailto:Tyson.Rensch@ks.gov
mailto:Kdhe.kstrain@ks.gov


Phil Griffin 
Disease Control and Prevention
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• Published in Kansas Registry 7.18.19
• Links on KDHE Immunization Program Webpage 

http://www.kdheks.gov/immunize/index.html
• Kansas Registry Publication

• News Release 

• Secretary Norman Videos about changes

• School Information Updated
• All 2019 – 2020 School Year Guidance Documents 

and Tools
• Requirements Letter updated

• KCI updated

• FAQs updated

• Quick Reference updated

Bureau of Disease Control and Prevention

To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

KAR 28-1-20 School Immunization Regulation Changes 

Effective 8.2.19

http://www.kdheks.gov/immunize/index.html
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Thank you/Questions

Phil Griffin 

Interim Director 

Phil.Griffin@ks.gov
(785) 296–8893 

Contact Information

mailto:Phil.Griffin@ks.gov


Michelle Mieses, MPH
Oral Health
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Bureau of Oral Health – Who we are

To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

Dr. Dayna Brinckman

KDHE Dental Director
Michelle Mieses

Children’s Program Manager
Vidya Anantharaman

Oral Health Specialist
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The Bureau of Oral Health – What we do

• Statewide Data Collection and Dissemination 

• Oral Health Education for all populations

• School Screening Program

• School Sealant Program

• Elder Screening Program

• Community Water Fluoridation 

• Partnerships and Collaborations
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Kansas State Statute

The Bureau of Oral Health

THE KANSAS STATUTE FOR ANNUAL FREE DENTAL 
INSPECTION (K.S.A.72-5201) was established initially in 1915 
and revised in 1923.  This statute states:  

“The boards of education of cities of the first and second class and 
school boards of school districts are hereby required to provide for 
free dental inspection annually for all children, except . Those who 
hold a certificate from a legally qualified 
dentist showing that this examination has been made within three 
months last past, attending such schools”
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Why is Oral Health important?

The Bureau of Oral Health

Oral Health – a window to overall health

Because Dental Diseases can cause:

• Linkages to chronic diseases

• Failure to thrive

• Impaired speech development

• Absence from school/workplace

• Inability to concentrate, easily distracted

• Reduced self-esteem

• Pain; resulting in anxiety, fatigue, 

irritability, depression and withdrawal.
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The Bureau of Oral Health

Kansas School Screening Program

For the School Year 2018-19

• 92 Counties

• 696 Schools

• 153,683 Students Screened 

• 24,053 Untreated Decay 

• 55823 Treated Decay 

• 4176 Urgent Care Needed
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Kansas School Sealant Program 2018-19

The Bureau of Oral Health

• 4971 Cleanings

• 6504 Fluoride treatments

• 2935 Children had sealants placed

• 10,183 teeth were sealed

• 207 Schools had services available
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• One of the best 10 great public health achievements of 
the 20th century

• Safe, effective and inexpensive way of preventing tooth 
decay for almost 70 years

• About 64 percent of Kansans have access to optimally-
fluoridated water

• This year the cities of Salina and Sabetha are celebrating 
50 years of water fluoridation

• KDHE along with it’s state coalition, Oral Health Kansas 
works to ensure policymakers and the public have 
access to data and evidence about community water 
fluoridation

The Bureau of Oral Health

Community Water Fluoridation Program
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• School Screening Program for school year 
2018-19

• School Sealant Program for school year 2018-
19

• Elder Basic Screening Survey 

• Water Fluoridation Reporting

• Disburse funding for safety net clinics 

• CDC project officers’ visit to the Sunflower State

• State Oral Health Plan

• Inter Bureau Collaboration

The Bureau of Oral Health

Current Projects
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The Bureau of Oral Health

• Bureau of Oral Health: http://www.kdheks.gov/ohi/index.html  

• Submit screening data: 

http://www.kdheks.gov/ohi/download/screening_initiative/To_Submit_

Dental_Screening_Data.pdf

• Fluoride in Kansas: http://fluoridekansas.org/  

• My Water’s Fluoride: 

https://nccd.cdc.gov/DOH_MWF/Default/Default.aspx

• Oral Health Kansas: http://www.oralhealthkansas.org/ 

Resources

http://www.kdheks.gov/ohi/download/screening_initiative/To_Submit_Dental_Screening_Data.pdf
https://nccd.cdc.gov/DOH_MWF/Default/Default.aspx
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Thank you/Questions

Michelle Mieses

Children’s Program Manager

Michelle.Mieses@ks.gov

(785) 368-8264

http://www.kdheks.gov/ohi/

Contact Information

mailto:Michelle.Mieses@ks.gov


Philip Harris, MA, CHES®
Bureau of Health Promotion
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Kansas Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program
• Benefits are now available for:

• Ages 60 and older

• Income less than 185% of Federal Poverty Level

• In select counties 

More information: http://www.kdheks.gov/sfmnp/seniors.htm

Contact: Emily.Carpenter@ks.gov

Community Health Promotion

http://www.kdheks.gov/sfmnp/seniors.htm
mailto:Emily.Carpenter@ks.gov
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Farmers Market Fact Sheet
• Map of Farmers Market (2018 registrations)

• BRFSS data

• Market Support

• Kansas and National Resources

Available: http://www.kdheks.gov/bhp/healthy_ks_comm/resources_for_HKC.htm

Contact: Emily.Carpenter@ks.gov

Community Health Promotion

http://www.kdheks.gov/bhp/healthy_ks_comm/resources_for_HKC.htm
mailto:Emily.Carpenter@ks.gov
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Ending Sexual & Domestic Violence: Engaging in Equity, Accountability 
and Justice

• July 30-31, Doubletree in Lawrence, KS

• Conference Website - learning sessions focused on various topics, including 
engaging underserved communities, economic justice, campus work, community 
engagement, prevention education, and more! 

• Contact: Stefanie.Olson@ks.gov

Injury and Violence Prevention

https://www.kcsdv.org/trainings/engaging-in-equity-accountability-and-justice-3rd-biennial-kansas-conference-for-ending-sexual-domestic-violence-lawrence-july-2019/
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Cancer, Opioids, Palliative care, and Early Detection Works 

Regional Meetings
• South Central (Wichita)

• South East (Pittsburg)

• North Central (Salina)

• South West (Garden City)

More details…
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Thank you/Questions

Philip Harris, MA, CHES®

Communications Coordinator 

Philip.Harris@ks.gov
(785) 296–2923

Contact Information

mailto:Philip.Harris@ks.gov

